
SIGN THE PETITION TO SHUT DOWN GUZOO ANIMAL FARM!  
 
Guzoo Animal Farm is a Roadside 
Zoo in Three Hills, Alberta, that is a 
classic example of a roadside zoo 
and demonstrates the animal 
welfare concerns that they pose, as 
well as how they continue to 
perpetuate the ever growing 
problem of over populated captive 
bred wild animals. Guzoo’s 
controversial history of neglect 
highlights the problems with the 
Albertan and Canadian 
Government when it comes to 
protecting wild animals in captivity, 
and upholding a high standard of 
care within private facilities.  

 
Definition of a Roadside Zoo:  

 
 

"The roadside zoo is a grossly substandard, 
usually amateur facility that lacks trained, 

experienced animal care staff, proper 
funding and safety practices. Animals are 

confined to small, barren, often filthy cages, 
with next to nothing to do day in and day 
out. Animals in roadside zoos suffer poor 
welfare as a result of inadequate housing, 
care and diet. Deprived of opportunities to 

exercise their natural behaviours, most 
animals experience some degree of frustration and boredom. In the most severe cases, 

these animals become psychologically disturbed and may manifest abnormal 
behaviours." 

 
 
Public contact with the animals also helps spread disease and parasites, both of 
which are evident at Guzoo...Hand Sanitizer is no where to be found in the zoo, 
leaving the zoo susceptible  to  the spread of disease and the public susceptible to  
salmonella, ecoli, and other zoonotic diseases and parasites. Not only that, the 
Health Authority documented ten animal attacks between the years of 1997 and 
2002...undoubtedly there are more that have never been reported. 
  
 
 
 



A letter from a Recent Visitor to Guzoo:  

I am not really sure who I need to contact with my concerns, but I will start here.  Recently on a 
trip from Edmonton to Medicine Hat, my family and I decided to stop at Guzoo farm in Three 

Hills, Alberta.  Someone recently told us about it and we thought we would check it out. 

When we first got there, I was a little leery as there were approximately 10 dogs laying around, 
some with open sores on their bodies.  I figured it couldn't be that bad so we paid our $30.00 and 

proceeded into the zoo.  What I saw there made me absolutely sick. 

All of the animal cages were dirty, water was very dirty and food was lying around all over, 
rotting in the sun.  It was a very hot day, and none of the animals had proper shelter out of the 
sun.  Many of them were greatly in distress panting and trying to keep cool.  Most of the cages 
had weeds that were knee to waist high and in place of real trees and plants the animals had 

Christmas garland. 

In the lion pen, which was no bigger than a small backyard, held 3 lions and a rotting carcass of 
a goat.  One monkey cage held a monkey that was throwing himself at the cage door.  Also, they 
had a pen that held domestic cats.  The room reeked of urine, and when I took a closer look, the 

cats had no litter pan. 

I could go on and on about the conditions here but I am sure you get the point.  I have no idea 
where to begin with this and I am sure my little opinion is only one of many.  If you know of any 

one who could possibly look into these horrible conditions please pass this on.  These poor 
animals do not deserve to live in this way. 

Guzoo Animal Farm has been resistant to improvement. The Gustafson’s lack the 
respect for and knowledge of the animals in their care, or for the severity of zoonotic 

disease and parasites, are 
evidenced in statements 
they’ve made over the past 
two years:   
 
“When you visited Guzoo it was 
winter. In winter in Alberta water 
freezes very quickly. Many 
animals will overturn their water 
dishes after they have had a 
drink, this is frustrating for the 
human carer, but the animal 
DOES NOT GIVE TWO 
HOOTS. No, he doesn't care a bit, 
he or she gets a great kick out of 
tipping the water dish over. As far 
as feces is concerned, don't you 

know how important feces is to animals? Many animals will pee and poop on their food. Unlike 
humans they don't consider this as disgusting but as a warning to others that "this is mine, get 
your own." Pee and poop also marks the animals territory. If a human interferes and keeps 
removing it, the poor critter just has to keep on pooping!” 



-Irene Gustafson  
 
“And as for toys (either for him or the other big cats) how often have you heard of wild adult 
lions and tigers chasing butterflies? Adult wild cats rarely play as we see domestic cats do and 
even they don't play much once matured. Ok Miss Cat Expert, what do adult cats do more then 
anything else-Give up?-Try... SLEEP. Cats sleep 20 out of 24 hours a day. The rest of the time 
they patrol their territory, hunt, eat and drink. Doesn't leave a whole lot of time for playing does 
it?  Our cats are lucky, they don't have as large of territory to patrol so they can enjoy sleeping 
even more.” 
-Irene Gustafson 
 
“As for enforcing hand sanitation, the health department recommended this and we said, "who is 
going to pay the person to stand in the parking lot and make sure everybody washes their hands 
before they leave?"  Regarding cross contamination between enclosure areas, until we feel there 
is a threat to our animals, we will not enforce it.  We don't force people to handle the animals, if 
they think the animals are dirty and diseased, they don't have to touch them.  We were criticized 
for allowing our chickens to run free in the same area as rabbits because there supposedly is a 
certain disease transferred between chickens and rabbits. But we have been doing this for years 
and we have never seen animals suddenly get sick and die.  I have learned that there is a HUGE 
difference between theory and practice.” 
-Irene Gustafson 
 
…with the constant contact myself and the rest of my family have with live animals, dead animals, 
fecal matter, rotting food and even treating animals that indeed are sick it is a wonder we are 
still alive.  Yet we are.  If what they say in the media is true, my family and I should all have died 
of bird flu years ago. 
- Irene Gustafson  
 

 
 
It is time for the Alberta 
Government to step up and take 
responsibility for these animals, 
who cannot speak for themselves. 
They have suffered for far to 
long, and the Gustafson’s will 
only continue to expand their zoo 
while paying little attention to 
the specific care needs of the 
extremely intelligent and difficult 
to care animals under their care, 
or the safety of the public visiting 
their facility.  

 
Please visit: WWW.THEGUZOO.COM for more pictures and 

information. Please take the time to sign our petition! 
 



 
Pictures:  
1) Snow Macaque, born at zoo, exhibiting extreme stereotypical disturbed 
behavior brought on by boredom and isolation, such as head twisting, 
pulling her hair, hitting her head against the wall, etc.  
 
2) 3 month old lion cub, in a dog sized pen, sleeping in a kennel. His water 
dish was empty, cage was soaked and filthy, no natural stimulation or 
enrichment. Had two siblings but they had been sold already. 
 
3) Feces encrusted pigeon enclosure, leaving the public at risk of 
Hypersensitivity pneumonitis and Chlamydophila psittaci.  
 
4) Japanese snow macaques in muddy cage full of standing water. Nothing 
to climb on except a few dangling ropes, a rusty/sharp metal house and  a 
pile of shipping pallets. Water was filthy and food was in the mud.  


